may [mey] auxiliary verb, present singular 1st person may, 2nd may or ( Archaic 
1.  (used to express possibility): It may rain. 
2.  (used to express opportunity or permission): You may enter. 
3.  (used to express contingency, especially in clauses indicating condition, concession, purpose, result, etc.): I may be wrong but I think you would be wise to go. Times may change but human nature stays the same. 
4.  (used to express wish or prayer): May you live to an old age. 
5.  Archaic. (used to express ability or power.) 
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n]  auxiliary verb and verb, present singular 1st person can, 2nd can or (Archaic[image: image2.png]


) canst, 3rd can, present plural can; past singular 1st person could, 2nd could or (Archaic[image: image3.png]


) couldst, 3rd could, past plural could. For auxiliary verb: imperative, infinitive, and participles lacking. For verb (Obsolete): imperative can; infinitive can; past participle could; present participle cun·ning.
auxiliary verb 

1.  to be able to; have the ability, power, or skill to: She can solve the problem easily, I'm sure. 
2.  to know how to: He can play chess, although he's not particularly good at it. 
3.  to have the power or means to: A dictator can impose his will on the people. 
4.  to have the right or qualifications to: He can change whatever he wishes in the script. 
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d] auxiliary verb 

1.  simple past tense of shall. 

2.  (used to express condition): Were he to arrive, I should be pleased. 
3.  must; ought (used to indicate duty, propriety, or expediency): You should not do that. 
4.  would (used to make a statement less direct or blunt): I should think you would apologize. 
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l] auxiliary verb, present singular 1st person shall, 2nd shall or ( Archaic [image: image6.png]


) shalt, 3rd shall, present plural shall; past singular 1st person should, 2nd should or ( Archaic [image: image7.png]


) shouldst or should·est, 3rd should, past plural should; imperative, infinitive, and participles lacking. 

1.  plan to, intend to, or expect to: I shall go later. 
2.  will have to, is determined to, or definitely will: You shall do it. He shall do it. 
3.  (in laws, directives, etc.) must; is or are obliged to: The meetings of the council shall be public. 
4.  (used interrogatively in questions, often in invitations): Shall we go? 
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must  [muhst] auxiliary verb 

1.  to be obliged or bound to by an imperative requirement: I must keep my word. 
2.  to be under the necessity to; need to: Animals must eat to live. 
3.  to be required or compelled to, as by the use or threat of force: You must obey the law. 
4.  to be compelled to in order to fulfill some need or achieve an aim: We must hurry if we're to arrive on time. 
5.  to be forced to, as by convention or the requirements of honesty: I must say, that is a lovely hat. 
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