APPENDIX 2

Performance of the 11 Rittik Representatives
July to November 1977

Aside from Srila Prabhupada's 'Book of Initiated Disciples', which is not accessible for our research, the only other known source of information regarding disciples initiated in mid- to late-1977 is the Srila Prabhupada Disciple Database*, [APX-2a] which the Bhaktivedanta Archives promotes.   

If we query the database for listings of disciples initiated between 7/1977 and 11/1977, we get a return of 235 listings.  There appears to be one obvious duplication in the list (Anandarupa dasa from Brazil), which we've deleted from our review.  There are also five sets of similar names which appear to be unique, according to the month and location noted.  These we included in our analysis.

The total count of initiated disciples, then, is 234 between July and November 1977.  Of course, some of these may have been initiated in early July, prior to the July 9th Letter's release.  

Using two sources of information – the July 7th Conversation and the March 1977 GBC Resolutions – we have identified the zones assigned to each of the 11 rittik representatives, which follow.  Per the July 9th Letter, Temple Presidents were given the option of sending letters of recommendation to whichever one of these rittik representatives was be closest to them.  

RITTIK REPRESENTATIVES

Zones established per March 1977 GBC Resolutions

Regional mentions found in the July 7th Conversation

Hrdayananda:  San Paulo, Rio De Janiero, Brazil farm, Caracas Venezuela, Bogata Coloumbia, Lima Peru, Santiiago Chile, Guayaquil Equador; Co-GBC for Spain and Portugal; South America
Bhagavan:  France, Benelox, Italy; co-GBC of Spain and Portugal
Harikesa:  Germanic, Switzerland, Scandinavia, East Europe; also preaching in Russia
Jayatirtha:  British Isles, Mid-West USA, Detroit, Chicago, Ann Arbor, Minneapolis

 

Satsvarupa:  North zone, Berkeley, Portland, Seattle, Vancouver, Dallas; to Los Angeles to be editor in chief of Back to Godhead

Rameswara:  Los Angeles, San Diego, Laguna Beach, Denver
 

Tamal Krishna:  New York, Pennsylvania Farm, Boston, Puerto Rico and Radha Damodar-Party, Red China; Srila Prabhupada's permanent secretary (India)
Hansaduta:  South India including Hyderabad Farm and Ceylon
Jayapataka:  Co-GBC for Bengal and Orissa; (India, with Srila Prabhupada)
Based on the above zones and regional designations, we can divide the 234* devotees initiated by ritvik between July and November 1977 as follows:

13
Bhagavan

(5.58%)

  2
Hansadutta

(0.86%)

12
Harikesa  

(5.15%)

71
Hridayananda

(30.47%)

10
Jayapataka (Mayapur)
(4.29%)  

20*
Jayapataka /TKG/Srila Prabhupada
(8.58%)

16
Jayatirtha

(6.87%)

 4
Kirtanananda

(1.72%)

27
Ramesvara

(11.59%)

 2
Satsvarupa

(0.86%)

56
Tamal Krishna
     
(24.03%)

(One devotee's location is unknown, thus he's excluded from percentages above)

While Hridayananda appears to have processed considerably more diksa initiates for Srila Prabhupada than any of his associates, there is no correlation between this number and the number of candidates waiting in the queue, initiated as his own direct disciples in early 1978.   

The July 9th Letter stated that:  "…Temple Presidents may henceforward send recommendation for first and second initiation to whichever of these eleven representatives are nearest their temple."  We have associated the location of initiates to regionally designated rittik representatives based on actual proximity in miles, but in some cases "nearest their temple" could easily be liberally defined.

We should also keep in mind that some of the 30 initiations associated to Jayapataka could have actually been letters of recommendation sent directly to Srila Prabhupada in India, or to Tamal Krishna while he was in India. 

It's also interesting to look at the numbers divided by months:

15
July

(6.41%)


48
August

(20.51%)


117
September
(50.00%)


41
October
(17.52%)


13
November
(5.56%)

It's understandable that the July numbers would be low, because the letter was distributed in mid-July.  Beginning the ritvik process in July, by the time letters of recommendation were sent and initiations completed, the higher number in August makes sense.  Likewise, the still higher number in September makes sense.  We note that the October numbers dwindled by about 2/3's, with the smallest number in November.   Almost 70% of the November initiations were in Bhagavan's zone.

While it is not known exactly how many disciples the 11 rittiks/Zonal Acaryas initiated as their own direct disciples in early 1978, there is ample anecdotal evidence for the fact that the numbers were in the thousands.  That, compared to only 234 initiations conducted between the time of the July 9th Letter and Srila Prabhupada's accepting samadhi.

Not surprisingly, none of the 11 Zonal Acaryas have seen fit to publish a list of the disciples they initiated during this period, for obvious reasons – such a list would clearly indicate how large the queue of diksa candidates was that had been held back from initiation directly to Srila Prabhupada.  

* The Srila Prabhupada Disciple Database [APX-2a] was originally published at:  http://www.prabhupada.com/OLD-site/disciple.php

