Calling upon the gracious support of Life Patrons & Donors of ISKCON-Bangalore

THE STRUGGLE FOR TRUTH

BY THE DEVOTEES OF ISKCON-BANGALORE
IN DEFENSE OF

THE TRANSCENDENTAL WILL OF

SRILA PRABHUPADA,
OUR BELOVED SPIRITUAL MASTER,
TO WHOM WE ARE ETERNALLY INDEBTED.

The pains of this struggle for truth have been borne silently by the devotees
of ISKCON-Bangalore for the last nine years. So far we have been trying our
best to contain this within the institution.

However, it has become necessary today, unfortunately, to disseminate the
sensitive information of purely internal nature in this paper. Our adversaries

are exploiting our silence by perpetrating false and maligning propaganda
against the devotees of ISKCON-Bangalore, even more vigorously than ever

before, in order to demean our cause, and sidestep the real issue.

As supporters and donors of this organization, we believe it is your right to
be informed by us of the real issues that have transpired in this matter.

(for internal circulation)
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Founder Acazya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Pral)hupada

ISKCON that Srila Pral)hupada built

In 1965, at the age of seventy, a simple Indian
sannyasi, a pure devotee of Lord Sri Krishna,
boarded the cargo ship, ]a]ac]uta, to sail to
America. Neither did he have the money to set
out on such a journey, nor did he know what to
expect at his destination. However one t}ling he
was sure of. His mission. As instructed ]:)y his
His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddantha
Saraswathi Thalzura, an ac]:larya in the line of
Sri Chaitanya Mahapral)hu (1486-1534), this
stalwart disciple was ’caleing a gigantic step to
present to the world the message of B]langdC]-
gita and other Vedic scriptures. His Divine
Grace AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Pra]o]aupa(la
(reverentiaﬂy called Srila Prabhupada) thus

embarked on his monumental and historic

guru,

service to Gocl and mankind.

In ]uly 1966 , Srila P rabhupacla estal)lishecl the
International S ociety for Krishna
Consciousness (ISKCON) in New York City.
During the next 10 years, he relentlessly
worked towards his mission. He traveled
around the glol)e 14 times and established 108
Krishna temples, authored over 70 books and

guided a worldwide movement of over 10,000

Krishna devotees from all continents of the

World .

When Srila Pra]:)hupa(la depar’ced from this
material world on November 14, 1977, the
world lost a glorious soul, a genuine spiritual

1eader O£ moclern days.

ISKCON after the disappearance of
Srila Prabhupada

Just before his passing away, Srila Pral)hupa&a
was confronted with several issues of the
institution he had founded. One of them was:
who would be the acﬁarya or guru of ISKCON
after his time. Who will initiate (give Ji]esjla) to
the new entrants to [SKCON?

Srila Prabhupada's teachings

about guru or acllazya

One of the most significant lessons taught ljy
Srila Prabhupada is about the position of guru
or acjlarya. Accorcling to the Vedic tradition
this sul)ject is of vital concern to anyone who
desires to pursue the spiritual pat}l. To

emphasize the importance of the guru or
p p g
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acllarya, he repeate(ﬂy instructed this in his

]oooles, 1ectures, letters and recorded room

conversations.

He has quoted a verse from ’che Paa’ma Purana

in one of his books:

He has also taught how the guru or acjlarya has

“The guru must be situated on the
topmost p]atform of devotional service.
There are three classes of c]evotees, and
the guru must be acceptecl from the
topmost class. The first-class devotee is
the spjritua] master for all kinds of
peop]e. K CCMaclhya 24.330)

to be regarded l)y the clisciples:

“The conclusion is that an empowerecl
spiritua] master is authorized ])y Krishna
and his own guru and should therefore be
considered as goozl as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead Himself.” (CC
Madhya 10.136)

“It is reccommended herewith that all the

acharyas be given the ]11'g]1est respect.”
( Srimad BAagavatam 3.29.17 purport)

«  “You are correct when you say that when

the Spiritual Master speaks it should be
taken that Krishna is spea]eing. Thatisa
fact. A Spiritua] Master must be
liberated.” (Srﬂa Pral)hupacla's letter to
Mukunda June 10", 1969)

o “Therefore one is si:ric’t[y forbidden to
think that the ac]aarya is an oralinazy

human being (gurusu nara-matih)

(Srimad B]lagavatam 7.7.14purport)

*  “IfI can satisly my spiritual master, then
I understand that Krishna is satisfied.
And if T cannot satiséf my spirifua]
master, then I have no other way to
approacb Krishna.” (Srila Pra]ahupacla's
Bhagavatam lecture on Feb.10", 1971
at Goralzhpur)

In short, the position of ac]mrya or guru, as
taught l)y Srila Prahhupa&a, is a position of
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Ins’citutional (1i1'ective on initiation

approved Ly Srila Prabhupada
dated July ch, 1977

ISKCON July 9th, 1977
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR KRISHNA CONSCIOUSNESS
Founder—Acharya: His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami P ral)hupada

To Al G.B.C., and Temple Presidents
Dear Maharajas and Prabhus,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your feet. Recently when all of the GBC members were with His Divine
Grace in Vrndavana, Srila Prabhupada indicated that soon He would appoint some of His senior (Jisciples toactas
“ritvilz”—representa’cive of the acarya, for the purpose of performing initiations, both first initiation and second
initiation. His Divine Grace has so far given a list of eleven disciples who will act in that capacity:

His Holiness Kirtanananda Swami
His Holiness Satsvarupa dasa Gosvami
His Holiness Jayapatalza Swami

His Holiness Tamala Krsna Gosvami
His Holiness Hrdayananda Gosvami
His Holiness Bhavananda Gosvami
His Holiness Hamsaduta Swami

His Holiness Ramesvara Swami

His Holiness Harikesa Swami

His Grace Bhagavan dasa Adhikari
His Grace Jayatirtha dasa Adhikari

In the past Temple Presidents have written to Srila Pralohupacla recommending a particular devotee’s initiation.
Now that Srila Pral)hupada has named these representatives, Temple Presidents may henceforward send
recommendation for first and second initiation to whichever of these eleven representatives are nearest their
temple. After consiclering the recommendation, these representatives may accept the devotee as an initiated
clisciple of Srila Pral)hupada 1)y giving a spiritual name, or in the case of second initiation, l)y chanting on the
Gayatri thread, just as Srila Prabhupada has done. The newly initiated devotees are (lisciples of His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prakllupacl, the above eleven senior devotees acting as His representative. After the
Temple President receives a letter from these representatives giving the spiritual name or the threacl, he can
perform the fire yajna in the temple as was lﬁ)eing done before. The name of a newly initiated disciple should be sent
]oy the representative who has acceptecl him or her to Srila Pra]ohupacla, to be included in His Divine Grace’s
“Initiated Disciples" book.

Hoping this finds you all well.

Approved Your servant,
sd/- sd/-
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Pra]:)hupacla Tamala Krsna Gosvami

(highlight adde d) Secretary to Srila Pral)hupa(la




extraordinary spirituai advancement, respect
and autiiority: the guru should be honored as
gooci as God; his word is word of God; pieasing

him, pieases God; and dispieasing him,
(iispieases God.

Srila Pra]:)hupada's plan for succession
in ISKCON

Just before Srila Prai)iiupa(ia left this world in
1977, the worldwide movement he had
established was oniy a little over 11 years old.
His senior-most ciiscipies were all Westerners
and were expose(i to Vedic culture oniy for the
last 6 to 10 years. In 1977, his senior ciiscipies
were in their eariy— or mid-thirties and assisting
Srila Praiaiiupa(ia in managing the worldwide

institution.

Sriia Prainiiupa(ia was fuiiy aware that his
cliscipies did not possess the spirituai
quaiiiications to be raised to the position of

guru or acliarya.

He was also aware that his (iiscipies were very
ambitious to become the guru. In fact two of
his senior (iiscipies were airea(iy acting as guru
in his presence. Srila Praiaiiupacia was furious
and reacted strongiy against it." Srila
Prabhupada empiiasize(i that it is the Vedic
tradition that one becomes a guru or aczliarya

when authorised i:)y his own guru.

° Praiaiiupa(ia: “A guru can become guru
when he’s ordered i)y his guru. That’s all.
Otherwise noi)ociy can become guru.”
(Sriia Praioiiupa(ia in B]iag‘avac]—gita
class Oct 28th, 19785, Nairo]:)i)

° “Seif—made guru cannot i)e guru, ile
must be authorized i)y the bona fide
guru. Then he’s guru. This is the fact.
Noi)ociy can be self-made any’ching." A
medical practitioner, he cannot become
seif—made, that “I have stuciied all the
medical books in my home.” No. “Have

you ever gone to the medical coiiege and

taken instruction from the bona fide
teachers?” Then, if you have got the
certificate, then you are medical
practitioner. Similarly, bona fide guru
means he must be authorized i)y the
superior guru. (Nectar Oof Devotion,

Lectures by Srila Prabhupada, Oct 317,
1972, Vrindavana).

o Guru cannot be self-made. No. There is
no such singie instance tiiroughout the
whole Vedic literature. ...You must be

authorized. (Srimaci Biiagavatam class
Feb 27", 1977 Mayapur).

Under these circumstances, for performirrg
initiation and giving diksha, Srila P rabiiupacia
appointe(i some of his senior (iiscipies to act as
ritviks or 'representatives of the acliarya. "The
task of the ritvik was to periorrn the initiation
on Srila Prai)iiupa(ia's behalf as a priest. The
new candidates that the ritviks initiated would
be direct (iiscipies of Srila Prai)ilupa(ia. Srila
P ra]oiiupacia is thus the guru or acjiarya of each
and every initiated devotee of ISKCON.

On July 9th, 1977, Srila Prabhupada signed
his approvai on an institutional directive to be
sent to all the tempie presicients and senior
leaders of the movement. This cieariy outlined
the system of initiation Srila Prai)iiupacia
instituted tiirougi'l the ritvi]es, and also listed
eleven senior ciiscipies to act as ritviks. (Rei[er

page 4 for the directive )

What happened after

Srila Pra]o]nupada's disappearance
from this world?

Uniortunateiy, soon after Srila Prai)iiupada's
(iisappearance his instructions on the guru
system were to’caiiy (iisregarcie(i. The
Governing Body Commission (GBC)
consisting of majority of ritviks, met in March

1978. They conspired to declare the eleven
ritviks appointeci i)y Srila Prai:)iiupacla as




absolute successor gurus or acbaryas. These
ritviks s’cepped in to the elevated position of
successor guru or acﬁarya. They then declared
themselves * present acAaryas'an(l occupied the
) acllarya peeta’ (the sacred seat of acjlarya) as
successors of Srila Pral)hupacla. They
regimented the newcomers to Worship, honor

and revere them as glll'll or acjlarya.

Large and ornate vyasasanas, or the special seat
of the ac]:tarya, were created in each temple for
these “new self—appointed acjlaryas'. The new
entrants ’chey initiated started offering
elaborate daﬂy puja to them with incense,
1amps and flowers. Special Sanskrit verses were
composecl glorifying them and sung in pu]olic.
They received special titles like Vishnupa(la,
ete. to indicate that they now represent the
lotus feet of Vishnu or they have taken the
position of Vishnu to 'deliver their clisciples

from the material world'.

The newcomers were taugh’c that Jchey should
see their self—proclaimed ‘gurus' “as good as
God”. They were asked to consider their
‘spiritual master's’ words as equal to God's

words. The seH—appointecl 'gurus'conveniently

applied all that Srila Prabhupa&a had taught
about a bona fide acbarya to themselves. And
instructed their ‘disciples’ to treat them as

such.

This act of laecoming acAaryas or guru on their
own, (loy self—appointment) was in direct
violation of what Srila Prabhupada had taught.
He writes in one of the commentaries to a

B]lagavafam verse:

* “One should take initiation from a bona
fide spiritual master coming in the
disciplic succession, who is authorized Ly
his predecessor spiritual master. This is
called diksha-vidhana.” (Srimac[
B]iagavatam 4.8.54 purport)

Please note the words: who is authorized l)y his
predecessor spiri tual master. And Srila
Prabhupa&a had not authorized any of them to

become the acjlaryas.

Thousands of disciples of Srila Prabhupada in
ISKCON temples all over the world who
witnessed this deviation opposed the act of
disobedience. But the self—proclaimed ‘surus'

would not relen’c.

These self—appoin’ce(l 'gurus'have, for the past
three decades, diso]oeye(l Srila Pra]ohupada's
instructions, taken hundreds of 'disciples' for
themselves and amassed power, wealth and
assets largely for themselves as 'guru dakshina'.
In course of time, many ISKCON temples
were reduced to penury while the self-
proclaimed ‘gurus' rose to wealth. Some of
these ‘gurus’]oecame fabulously rich and lived
in opulence, served meniaﬂy })y meele, humble

and unquestioning ‘disciples’.

Hundreds of innocent souls fell into the trap of
these self—appointe& ‘surus’ and surrendered
their faith to them. But time provecl, again and
again, the self—proclaimed guru system wrong.
Over the years many of these self—proclaimed
‘gurus’ have deviated from the Spiritual path

B



Legal History of ISKCON -Bangalore Society

ISKCON—Bangalore was registered under Karnataka Societies Registration Act at Bangalore in
May 1978 asa legally inclependent society with ol)j ectives similar to the olaj ectives of the first society,
International Society for Krishna Consciousness, Inc. that Srila Prabhupada founded personally in
1966 in New York. Since then ISKCON-Bangalore society is functioning in Bangalore as a
member of the worldwide confederation of ISKCON temples.

ISKCON-Bangalore was registered by Shankabrit Dasa under the direction of Hamsadutta Swami,
the then member of the original Governing Body Commission appoin’ced ]:)y Srila Pral)hupada, who

was in cllarge of Bangalore.

In the year 2001, several hundreds of fanatic disciples of the self-proclaimed 'gurus’ made a vain
attempt to physically storm Bangalore temple and throw out the devotees of ISKCON Bangalore
and take illegal possession of the temple property. In defense of this ISKCON-Bangalore was
obliged to file a suit being OS No.7934/01 seeking an order of injunction restraining ISKCON-
Bom]:)ay Society and others from interfering with our possession of the ’cemple property. The Trial
Court did not grant the injunction, but an appeal filed before the Hon’ble Hig]a Court grantecl the
injunction sougllt for. The said order was confirmed l)y the Hon'ble Supreme Court. The matter is
pending a(ljudica’cion.

When the matter stands thus, absurd propagan&a is Leing made l)y the agents of the self—proclaimed
‘urus "that Madhu Pandit Dasa 'created' the ISKCON-Bangalore society to gra]a the property of the
temple on Hare Krishna Hill. This misinformation is indeed entirely false, baseless and ridiculous
since Madhu Pandit Dasa joined ISKCON movement only in 1981, whereas the ISKCON-

Bangalore society was registered as early as 1978.

It was the direction of Srila Pral)hupada to register legally independent societies in the name and
style of International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) all over the world. In Dec.
1972, Srila Pral)hupa(la wrote to one of his senior disciples , “Never mind there may be botheration
to register each centre, take tax certificate each, become separate corporations in each state.” (Srﬂa
Prabhupada's letter to Karandhara Das, Bombay, 22nd Dec 1972). Accordingly, today, there are
hundreds of ISKCON societies incorporated all over the world. It was on the basis of this worldwide
practice, that the then GBC member in cllarge of Karna’calza, Hamsaduta Swami, directed
Shankabrit Dasa to register the ISKCON-Bangalore society in Bangalore.

and fallen victims to the lowest of human
weaknesses — illicit connection with women,
drugs , etc. Weare saddened to say this, however
it is the unfortunate fact. The \disciples' were
left con£used, helpless and angry. Yet the
survivor gurus'continue to doggedly convince
their followers to remain faithful to the flawed

guru system.

Websites abound with harrowing accounts of
misconduct and fall downs of these ISKCON

¢ 72
gurus .

While this rampage has been going on for over

tl'lirty years, there have been thousands of
devotees of ISKCON all over the world who
raised their voices against these spiri’cual
deviations. But the powerful, rich gurus and
their fanatical followers have ruthlessly quelle(l
these protests ]3y (J.riving these devotees out of
the ISKCON Jcemples. And have even
sometimes put an end to those who opposecl

them, through criminal acts’.

With time the roots of the flawed guru system

took stronger and stronger hold in ISKCON.
Now there are as many as a]:)out 70 seH—




proclaimed gurus' in [SKCON worldwide.

Every year a £€W ‘gurus' or ‘acjlaryas' faﬂ {I'Ol’l’l

grace an(l few new ones surface up.

These self—proc]aimed ‘surus’ have
unaut}lorisecuy assumed the unquestionable
authority. Although they claim that ISKCON
is l)eing run l)y an international l)ocly of
clevotees, the Governing Bocly Commission,
the fact is that this Body consists mostly of
these self—proclaimed ‘surus’ themselves since
March 1978. In effect, ISKCON is being run
]7y them, for them. There is no place in
ISKCON for sincere doulj’cs, clarifications or
debates on Srila Pra]ohupacla's plan for
succession. Any devotee seelzing the truth is

silenced unscrupulously.

Tl’lis, in brief, is the unfortunate, sad and
sordid state of affairs of the glorious movement
established ljy Srila Pralohupada, after his
passing away. Disobedience, &eception,
corruption, philosophical deviations , fall down
from grace Ly the spiritual heads , compromise
of spiritual purity, poli’cicaﬂy motivated cover-
up, threats — all of this stemmed from the

flawed guru system.

Struggle 1)y the devotees of
ISKCON-Bangalore

Since 1999, the devotees of ISKCON-

Bangalore took upon themselves to seriously

question this faulty guru system and made an

appeal that ISKCON embrace the system
planned Ly Srila Pra]ahupa(la.

The devotees of ISKCON —Bangalore are not
the first to make this attempt. Nor are tl'ley
alone in this struggle. They are joinecl Ly
thousands of sincere devotees all over the world.
Un£ortunately these sincere devotees, having
been driven out of ISKCON temples due to
their questioning of the guru system in the
past, are no more within the walls of ISKCON
temples. Having raised their voice of dissent
against the guru system, they became victims of

persecution l)y the gurus and have been driven

away from the ISKCON temples4. They
warned the devotees of ISKCON -Bangalore,

“Do not raise this issue, lest you be driven out

of ISKCON ]Jy the guru mafia!”

T(lle irreverent O oron ' uru mafia'
Xym

For several years, the devotees of ISKCON-
Bangalore had also been misled to follow the
self—proclaimed guru system. Being used to the
wrong culture, the first time they heard the
expression 'guru mafia', they were alarmed. It
sounded very irreverent and overstated. But as
soon as they made an attempt to clarify their
concerns about the guru system, and plead that
the system set l)y Srila Prabhupada be fol]owed,
they had to face the wrath of the self-
proclaimed ‘surus’. The Governing Bocly
Commission (GBC, now consisting mos’cly of
se]f—proclaimecl ‘surus)) resolved to expel the
devotees of ISKCON—Bangalore and take over
the Bangalore temple. There was no place in
their system for doubts or inquiry. Anyone who
'dared' to raise a genuine question with concern
for the Movement at 1arge had to suffer such

dire consequences.
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Subsequently after seeing the various vicious
devices that these self—proclaimed ‘surus' have
plannecl and executed to attack the devotees of
ISKCON—Banga]ore, they now realize the

. « « 1.
expression guru mafia'is not overstated.

Torment and test for the devo’cees of
ISKCON -Bangalore

ISKCON—Bangalore has always attracted well-
educated full-time devotees from cultured
l)aclzgrounds. These missionaries have given up
promising and lucrative careers and bright
futures to pursue the spiritual pa’ch taugh’c ]oy
Srila Prabhupada. Since 1999, they are in the
midst of the struggle, come what may, to

question and sort out the wrong practices of the

[SKCON guru system.

Much to the dismay and horror of the devotees
of ISKCON—Bangalore, they have had to face
unimaginable trauma caused ljy the self-
proclaime& ‘gurus’ and their fanatical disciples

who jumped into action. The self—proclaimecl

lgurus’ tried to drive them away from the

Bangalore temple, malign them within

ISKCON and in pu})hc, chaﬂenged their right
to serve in [ISKCON. They even went to the

extent of threa’cening some of their lives!

The years that followed 1999 have been years
of intense torment and testing for the devotees
of ISKCON—Bangalore. The self—proclaimed
surus' under the support of ISKCON-
Mumbai (Whicll is represented and controlled
l)y the self—proclaimed ‘surus’), have left no
stones unturned in their ferocious attempts to

destroy the lives and spiritual pursuits of the
devotees of ISKCQN—Bangalore.

Self—proclaimed ‘gurus’ twist
to the struggle

The ISKCON Sri Radha Krishna Mandir at
Bangalore was built ]3y the donations of the
people of Karnataka. And it is regarded as the
richest ISKCON temple in the world. The self-
proclaimecl ;gurus'naturaﬂy grew jealous of the
wealth associated with this temple. They have

been unable to tolerate that this opulence isnot
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available for themselves. And over and above Until the devotees of ISKCON—Bangalore
this, the devotees of this rich and popular started questioning the flawed self—proclaimecl
temple were shaleing the very foundations of ‘guru’ system, and Madhu Pandit Dasa was
their guru system! This became unbearable to regarclecl as “an asset to our 1eac1ersl'1ip in
the self—proclaimed ‘surus’. ISKCON,” and appreciatecl for “maintaining

The sel f—proclaime d ‘surus’ have been maleing excellent standards e’chicauy and moraﬂy."

various attempts to get hold of the ISKCON- « “Madhu Pandit Dasa has been the

Bangalore temple and convert the goocl work President of the Bangalore center for the
loeing done 13y the devotees here to add to their past 14 years. His dedication and
foﬂowing, wealth and assets. contribution to the movement is
The devotees of ISKCON-Ban galore have laudable. He has maintained excellent

standards ethicaﬂy and moraﬂy. Heisan
asset to our leadership in ISKCON and
is highly respectecl 13y other leaders of our

been talzing shelter of the judicial system of the
country in order to protect their services to
Srila Pra]ohupa(la's movement and the society.

Only the orders from the various courts have society. He has contributed 1mmense1y

helped them in ’chis matter. The seH— for the growth of the movement in

Karnatalea.” Letter })y Gopal Krishna

restrainecl, Ly the court orders, from interfering Goswami (GBC member and one of the

with the affairs of ISKCON—Bangalore. self—proclalmed suru) dated November
4", 1998.

o “T have known him (Madhu Pandit

Dasa) for 18 years and I stand for his

personal integrity in this matter.

proclaimecl 'gurus'anc]. their clisciples have been

When the grapes turned sour for the self-
proclaimecl ‘surus’, they quiclely turned the
tables around. Tl’ley started projecting to the
pu]olic, the s’cruggle against the flawed guru
system })y the devotees of ISKCON- ...Hence it is unfair and unethical on the

Bangalore, as strife for personal gain.

Next, the seH—proclaimed surus' Legan to
malign the character of Madhu Pandit Dasa,
who has been 1ea(1ing this struggle against the
current guru system, in an attempt to discredit
the position he advocates. They have described
the struggle as a battle for “personal gain” and

an attempt to “siphon off funds and assets to
trusts of £ami1y members”! Damaging attempts
have been made in the media, among our
supporters, government officials and the

general pu]olic to tarnish and taint the cause of

‘che (levotees o{: ISKCON Bangalore.

Ironically before 1999, the GBCs praisecl
Madhu Pandit Dasa and o’chers, for their
service to the movement in developing the

Bangalore temple project since 1084..
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Harassment to Life Patron Members of ISKCON-Bangalore

It was Srila Pral)lmpada's mandate that the Life Patrons enrolled lay all the ISKCON centers be
honored as guests in every other center all over the world, and proviclecl with accommodation. This
is the basis of the International Life Patron Membership program. Lakhs of Life Patron members
have been enrolled all over the world under this scheme. Thousands of Life Patrons members from
all over India and abroad have availed of the Guest House facility at ISKCON-Bangalore in the
last ten years. Similarly thousands of Life Patron members enrolled Ly ISKCON-Bangalore have
availed of the guest house facilities in ISKCON centers around the world, wherever availaLle, over
the last two decades.

Since the past few months, ISKCON-Mumbai and ISKCON-Tirupati have started denying
guest house accommodation to the Life Patron members of ISKCON-Bangalore. This is yet
another device to harass the Life Patrons enrolled l)y ISKCON Bangalore. However, in
ISKCON-Bangalore we continue to follow Srila Prabhupada's instruction, and continue to
graciously offer guest house facility to the Life Patron members of other ISKCON centers in
India and abroad.

In spite of the order of the Hon'ble Higll Court of Karnataka against interfering with the affairs of
ISKCON-Bangalore, mischief is being created by ISKCON-Mumbai by misusing the list of life
patrons of ISKCON-Bangalore l)y shoo’cing out unsigned letters of a]legations against Madhu
Pandit Dasa to all the donors. This has necessitated clarifyi.ng our position to all of you tln‘ougll

this supplementary issue.

Those patrons/ donors needing accommodation in Mumbai, Tirupati and Chennai, are reques’ced
to call direc’cly to 080-2347 1956 / 2357 8346 Extn: 4107 /351. ISKCON Bangalore has made

alternative accommodation in these places for ISKCON Bangalore life patrons/ donors.

part of any one who is inclulging in this
personal vilification campaign.” Letter
Ly ]ayapatalea Swami (GBC member

and one of the self-proclaimed guru)
dated November 45d], 1998.

This compliment was bestowed as late as in
November 1998. But once the devotees of
ISKCON-Bangalore started questioning the
flawed guru system post 1999, the impressions
were turned around 180 clegrees overnight! All
of a su(lclen, Madhu Pandit Dasa became the
black sheep.

The devotees of ISKCQN—Bangalore were
shocked and horrified to learn of an email
correspondence among the self-proclaimecl
lgurusy revealing diabolical plans to suppress
Madhu Pandit Dasa! The very same self-
proclaimecl 'suru’ whom Madhu Pandit Dasa
had been misled to worship for over fifteen

years as 'as good as God' (on his claim that he
was appointed guru ljy Srila Pralallupada) , was
planning to fabricate false criminal cases
against him to quell the deliberations that he
and the devotees of ISKCON—Bangalore had

raised against the current guru system:

+ “By the way, our new 1egal advisors have
given us some new ideas that civil route is
very slow, but the criminal route is
quiclzer. Madhu Pandit Dasa has goocl
reputation, but it does not take long to
lose it if we do criminal cases against
him.” ]ayapatalea Swami (GBC member
and one of the self—proclaimecl guru),
(2001) email message TEXT
PAMHO:4259580.

Added to this, the self—proclaimed ‘gurus’ are
unable to come to terms with the stellar grow‘ch
of ISKCQN—Bangalore's activities all over
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In(iia, especially tlirougli the Alzsliaya Patra
program, which is teecling about ten lakh

children every(lay! This has been possil)le only
l)y the l)lessings of Their Lorclsllips Sri Sri

Radha Krishna-chandra and Srila
Pral)liupacla. However, this growtll is perceive(i
l)y the selt—proclairne(i ‘gurus' as an implicit
strengthening of the position advocated l)y the

(levotees oi: lSKCON—Bangalore in tl'ie guru
system debate.

The devotees of ISKCON —Bangalore are
determined to stand togetlier against all odds to
see that ISKCON—Bangalore, a legally

inclepenclent society registerecl in Karnataka, is
dedicated unto Srila P ral)liupada's service
alone, and not for the selt-aggran(iizement of
the selt—proclaime(i 'surus’. [SKCON-
Banga]ore is Srila Pral)iliupac]a's society and
on]y his will may prevai'] here.

Wliy have the devotees of
ISKCON-Bangalore kept this issue
away from public eye?

On the basis of utmost reverence and respect

for their Acliarya, Srila Pral)liupa(la, the
devotees of ISKCON—Bangalore have leept

volumes of information about the atrocities
that go on (in the name of spirituality) within
ISKCON at large, away from the pul)lic eye.
Their beloved spiritual master, Srila
Pral)liupacta, struggle(t hard to establish a
worldwide spiritual movement (turing the
twiliglit of his lite, and it (teeply pains them to
propagate the condition of the institution he
left behind, to one and all. Tlaey consider his
teacllings as good as God‘s, and tlley never
desired to associate his divine self with any foul
play that is presently going on in the ISKCON
movement. Hence tliey had remained silent on
these issues pul)licly, lioping that time would

cure tllese mala(iies.

However their silence has been exploited l)y the
selt—proclaimed ‘gurus’an(l is l)eing projecte<i as
guilt. At this time, for protecting the very cause
that had lzept them silent, tliey are forced to
expose the reality of ISKCON, post its
Founder chiarya's time, to the life members
and donors. Tliey are currently worleing on
compiling this vast information and it will be
made available sliortly. Please visit the website
dedicated to their struggle:

WWW. struggle—tor—trutli.org.

Is ISKCON-Bangalore a family controlled enterprise?
ISKCON—Bangalore is t)eing managed and governe(l t)y dedicated, sincere followers of Srila

Pral)liupa(ia, whose only desire is to follow his instructions and take the movement forward as per
his desire. It is al)solutely false to say thatitisa “tamily controlled enterprise” as the agents of self-
proclairnecl ‘gurus’liave been propagating. The members of the Governing Council of ISKCON-
Bangalore are a group of educated, cliscriminating, inclepen(lently tliouglittul individuals from
different parts of the country, who have chosen the spiritual patll inspire(i l)y Srila Pral)liupa(ia's
teacliings. Tliey wish to spen(i their lives in his service (iespite the l)arrage of untrue allegations and
attacks. Refer page nos. 15-16 for further information on all the Governing Council Members. It
may also be noted that all the Governing Council members are ren(tering Voluntary services to
ISKCON—Bangalore and are not involved in any activity for personal gain. Avoluntary disclosure
of the assets held t)y the Governing Council members and its source was pulalislie(l in news papers

on April 19,2007. You will find the same on page 13.
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AFFIDAVIT OF VOLUNTARY DISCLOSURE

OF PERSOMNAL ASSETS OF THE MISSIONARY GOVERMNING
[x] MEER! ISKC

We, i life dedicated Missionary and Governing Body Commiltes Membars of |ISHC0N Bangeions
101} S Madhu Pandit Das, [legsl name, Madhusudan Shasankar], Sfo Mr. B_Sivasankar, aged aboul
50 yoars, President ISKCON Bangalore, (02) Sr Chanchalapathi Das, [legal name, Srimngapainam
Chandrasechar] 5o S Ramacnandra Ao, sged about 43 years, Vice President ISKCON Bangaioes, (03} S0
Sipka Kishna Das, legal name ¥ Seshadr] o late ¥ W N Rao aged about 48 years, Secretary ISHCON
Bangalore, (04) &n Chiranga Chadanys Das, [egal name V.V, Chandrasekharan] Sfo P Vaaudevan Polt
about 42 years, Treasurer ISKCON Bargalere, [05) Sri Jeichalianya Das, [legal name Jai Narayan
Koitath] Séo K C D Nambisan aged sbout 40 years,  [D6] 54 Satya Goura Chanara Das, [legal name Wy
Satyanarayana] 5/0 J Suibba Rso aged aboul 34 yean. (OT) Sri Amdasana Das, legal neme Ami Chihabra)
Sio G L Chhabra aged about 37 years (08) B Vasudev Keshava Das, [legal name Viahal Kumas Aggareal]
aio Viray kumar Aggarwsl aged about X3 years, (09} 5 Sridham Krishna Das , [legal name ', Shridhar] Sfo
B WVasosevan aged aboul 48 years, &l having sddress at Hare Mrishna Hil, Chord Road, Rajajinagar,
Bangalors 560 010, do hansby solemnly afem and sixte on cath s foliows:-

01, THAT, we, do not oen @ny perscnal asseds, such as Cash in HandBank, House, Land,
Jeaniy, Foed Deposils or any assets of any ciher mannes whalscever in any of our names, o
if @ny olker name whese wa ane benefciarss, drectly or indireclly, ofher than (hees admilted
i this Atfdavi
THAT, we have not received any remuneralion whalsoever, or ary kind of monelary benefit,
#inge joining the ISKCON maverrent, Ul cale, other than what is provided to sustain ourselves,
on & day 1o day basis as missionaries,
. THAT, ot of us, S Chanchalapsthi Das, and Sn Jeichaitanya Das, are together holding 40
acres of agricullural land in Hare Krighne model organic fam, in PRITE
Willage, n ther names in the banefcisl interests of ISKCOM Bangalore, |he sama was
. purchased oul af e profts meds from expor! of Agarbhatti (Gaoloka Enderprises) and that tha
¥ sarme ks heid for the cause of ISKCOM Bangalore hrough an mevocable sndowment dead.
04, THAT, oot of us, the Deponerds # O3 to 08 are bechelors, with NIL ASSETS, whis the
Deparenis # 01 and 02, being mamed, do hereby declare ihe assels of themsalves and
Ehose of tair wilals {who are alsc full Sme missionarss membaera of ISKCOMN Bargalors) snd

chiidren (o be &8 follows
MADHL PARSIT DASA BHAKT) LATA DEVI EHAREHALAPATH DAEA [ CHAMER] DEVI
VWALLIE SOURCE WALLIE SOURmCE WALIIE BOURACE WRLLE BOUACE
pimopn | MEmhesess | gyng . smg | Wslslensden ra ™
+a [ a MA o e [ A
™ [ L] MA ] A u A
T} s, L] L ] b (* (Y
ey Wabar | visn00 Metha ™ A 7500 ;-Tm:
s N mos b ™ s, 18000 T
- A a [ [ M wa "™
TH AR o 1.4 - - — 0,090 =
05 THAT, oiher than what |8 daclcasd above, none of us, he undersigned depanent’s, have any

assals whalsoever, in any lam.

06. THAT, Be per our own independent and frea minded decisions, the berefits of all our
missiorary aclivises, shal sconos soiely for the causs of propagating the mission of His Divine
Grace AC. Bh darta Swami F I 1SKCON socety and varicus gmoups of
sasocimied chariiabie insStuSons and nothing shall ssce o the credit of our personal saff
gxcapt the blessirge of Snla Prabhupada

WE have st our hands on this sfMfdawit, on this day, the 187 cay of April, 2007, wahoul any fesr,

farwowr, o comrcion, but with fres will snd & sound mind, in e presence of the beiow menlicred

affidayit

witneaaies, knowing Lilly the consaquances af signing on hi
=
= o
L e

SWORHN TO BEFORE

Chilef Judlelst ,,_._‘;,?[V*i >

Bangalers Dlstriar
%.ll‘l‘ll‘l
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Notes

'Cleaning House and Cleaning Hearts by
Ravindra Svarupa Dasa.

’A sample list is given below. These sites are not
our websites, but their contents have been
compiled by different groups of ISKCON
devotees who have had close encounters with
the flawed guru system over the years.

It deeply pains us that we are now forced to
divulge this disturbing information. This sensitive
information, however throws some light on
ISKCON's situation post Srila Prabhupada's
disappearance.

www.harekrsna.org/pada/ks/tirtha-
drescher.htm

www.icsahome.com/infoserv_articles/muster
nori cancultschangecaseofiskcon.htm

www.iskconirm.com/great_guru_gamble.htm

www.vnn.org/editorials/ET0011/ET08-
6404.html

www.harekrsna.org/gbc/black/bogus4.htm

www.harekrsna.org/satsvarupa-hist.htm

http://members.tripod.com/gurupoison/tamal.h
tm

http://www.harekrsna.org/pada/themes/bagwa
hn.htm

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramesvara Swami
#cite_note-2

www.vnn.org/world/WD9905/WD19-
3905.html

www.harekrsna.org/gurupoison/support/nityan
anda.htm

www.indiadivine.org/audarya/vedic-
culture/185556-srila-prabhupada-poisoned.html

www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/
specialreports/s 448591.html

www.prabhupada.org.uk/sp _poisoned/sp pois
oned.htm

books.krishna.org/Articles/2000/11/00219.html
http://bookchanges.com

http://adi-vani.org/articles.php?articleld=6

http://www.prabhupada.de/Books/dspobfco.ht
ml

*Sulochana Dasa murdered in Los Angeles in
1986 as he was about to publish his book Guru
Business that was an expose of the ISKCON
gurus. (Chapter 15 1986: The Year of Crisis,
Betrayal of the Spirit by Nori J. Muster, University
of lllinois Press)

Also see Chapter 17, After the Absolute by David
Gold.

‘In 1999, the devotees of ISKCON Bangalore
witnessed how Adridharan Dasa, a longtime
president of Calcutta temple was expelled and
falsely charged in fabricated cases of crime — all
because of his dissidence of the guru system.

A. Prayer

Dear Srila Pra]:)hupada, on the occasion of your
112" birth anniversary, we earnes’cly pray to you,
the Acllazya of ISKCON, for your guiclance and
mercy to always follow your direction and take
your shelter. Please give us strengtll to overcome
the various sinister plans of the self—proclaimed
gurus' of ISKCON and their agents, in our
struggle to follow your will. We only desire your

service for ever.
Your humble servants,
The devotees of ISKCON-Bangalore.
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Governing Council of
ISKCON Bangalore

MADHU PANDIT DASA

(Legal Name: Madhusudan Sivasankar)
Serving ISKCON since 1981

BTech - Civil Engineering from IIT Mumbai.
Joined ISKCON while studying MTech in IIT Mumbai

Born in 1956
State of Origin: Tamilnadu

CHANCHALAPATHI DASA

(Legal Name: Chandrashekar Srirangapatnam)

Serving ISKCON since 1984

Joined ISKCON while studying ME(ECE) in 1ISc Bangalore
Born in 1963

State of Origin: Karnataka

JAI CHAITANYA DASA
(Legal Name: Jai Narayan K)

Serving ISKCON since 1984

Joined ISKCON while studying B.Com
from Kerala University

Born in 1966
State of Origin: Kerala

STOKA KRISHNA DASA
(Legal Name: Seshadri Yagati)

Serving ISKCON since 1989

BE — Electrical from REC Nagpur
Born in 1960

State of Origin: Karnataka

CHITRANGA CHAITANYA DASA
(Legal Name: V V Chandrasekaran)

Serving ISKCON since 1988

BTech - Mechanical Engineering from Trivandrum
Engineering College

Born in 1965
State of Origin: Kerala
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AMITASANA DASA
(Legal Name: Amit Chhabra)

Serving ISKCON since 1992

BTech - Computer Science from REC Kurukshetra
Born in 1969

State of Origin: Assam

RAJIV LOCHANA DASA
(Legal Name: Rajesh Kumar Tyagi)

Serving ISKCON since 1993
B.Sc from St. Joseph’s College
Born in 1972

State of Origin: Haryana

SRIDHAM KRISHNA DASA
(Legal Name: V Sridhar)

Serving ISKCON since 1993
B.Com & ACS from Mumbai
Born in 1960

State of Origin: Maharashtra

SATYA GAURA CHANDRA DASA
(Legal Name: ] V V Satyanarayana)

Serving ISKCON since 1997

MTech - Computer Science from lIT Chennai
Born in 1972

State of Origin: Andhra Pradesh

VASUDEV KESHAV DASA

(Legal Name: Vishal Kumar Agarwal)
Serving ISKCON since 1998

BTech - Electronics & Telecom Engineering from
REC Warangal

Born in 1973
State of Origin: West Bengal

SUVYAKTA NARASIMHA DASA
(Legal Name: Suresh Ganesh)

Serving ISKCON since 1999

Born in 1973
State of Origin: Kerala

BE - Mechanical from M S Ramaiah Institute of Technology

For further information contact: ISKCON Sri Radha Krishna Mandir, H K Hill, Chord Road, Bangalore-10

E-mail: infodesk@iskconbangalore.org
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