
V
L

 
,

i
C

T
h

e
 F

o
u

r 
e
d

ic
 

e
g
s
 o

f
D

h
a

rm
a

 th
e
 W

o
rld

 S
o
c

a
l 

ris
is

, &
 

l
t

p
th

e
 P

re
v
a

i
in

g
 N

ih
ilis

ic
 S

o
li

s
is

m

T
 

e
o

t
t

 
 

i
r

y
o

e
 

e
he S

anskrit
w

ord D
harm

a can b
 lo

sely transla
ed 

o m
ean

the
essent

al unde
l

ing duty, or nature 
f som

thing. F
or 

xam
ple 

 
h

a
n

 
t

 
 

the dharm
a of a doctor

is to 
eal.  If som

eone cl
im

s to be a doctor but doesn't know
 the scie

ce of good
health, 

hen they are
not

a doctor.  If 

 
w

e
h

a
 

m
 

that sam
e person refuses to apply

his know
ledge 

h
n som

eone is ill, t
en they have viol

ted the
dhar

a/duty of being a doctor because
it is 

u
a

f
a

t
e

a
 

 
o

a
 

the occ
pation

l duty 
or 

 doctor 
o h

al.  S
o if w

e inquire 
bout w

hat
the

D
harm

a is for a hum
an being, w

e find that everyone is f
rced to 

ct. 

O
r

d
r

se
ve

u
a

y
o

e
service

i
 

h
r

u
 actions m

ay be inten
ed to 

 o
r f

m
il

, career, com
m

unity or nati
n, but the essenc

 of 
 

s
alw

ays t
ere.   O

 w
e m

ay be m
ore 

i
y

s
s

v
er

e
s

r
p

l
self

sh.  E
ven a m

iserl
 per

on M
U

S
T

 
 their ow

n desires, 
enses, and bodily needs.  S

o an int
os

ective person w
i

l inquire:  

 
 

a
n

i
s

e
t

t
  T

hat's
exactly

w
hat hum

n i
tell

gence i
 for.  It guid

s us to understand w
ha

 the m
os

 

service
i

l
i

appropriate 
 is that each 

ndividual is natura
ly su

ted to perform
.   

 
w

r
 

M
any are alarm

ed
about how

 badly the 
o

ld continues to spin out of control
so naturally that becom

es a legitim
ate focus for 

service
f

 
w

 
w

anting to offer one's 
 to hum

anity.   S
om

e are so concerned they believe that i
 w

e don't
change our 

ays, it's just a m
atter of

tim
e 

c
f

a
s

.
r

 
l

until w
e fa

e a cataclysm
ic social m

eltdow
n 

ollow
ed by  an

rchy and clas
-w

arfare like tribalism
 T

herefo
e w

e see that
phi

osophers, 

t
s

d
e

r
r

a
n

servi
g

 
 

secularists, his
orian

, scientists an
 stat

sm
en from

 eve
y co

ner of the w
orld 

re spending a lot of their energy (
) in an

attem
pt

to 

o
 

h
r

g
 

w
e

resolve the chr
nic problem

s that plague
us such as: 

unger, poverty, racial hatred, po
nography, gam

blin
, crim

e, nepotism
, w

ar
bet

e
n 

t
t

 
r

l
 

 
na

ions and the corrup
ion that

show
s up in eve

y profession, particu
arly the politicians

w
e

rely on to lead us.  

H
i

t
 

adly how
ever, h

s
ory is filled w

ith

n
b

a
n

cou
tless failed attem

pts to esta
lish 

n earthly utopia.   W
e adopt new

 m
edical adva

cem
ents, political solutions, scientific discoveries, peace 

i
s

 
e

g
n

e
 

t
v

h
nitiative

, philanthropy, and
radically diff

rent 
 paradi

m
s i

 an att
m

pt to find an equitable
w

ay for everyone 
o li

e toget
er 

a
o

 
l

e
peacefully.  Y

et all these program
s have f

iled and w
ill c

ntinue
to fai

 as long as the principals of hum
an dharm

a r
m

ain unaddressed.  

n
 

k
i

M
ahatm

a G
andhi's contributio

 to
this tas

 included his w
ise suggestion that one: 

   Y
et 

f 

r
a

h
n

t
y

p
i

 
w

e have a bad m
odel fo

 w
hat th

t change should look like, t
en w

e ca
't expec

 an
thing to im

rove even if 
t gets put in place!

 S
o w

e m
ust 

u
l

e
a

o
a

h
first identify w

hat a s
ccessful plan for change 

ooks like and w
ise peopl

 know
 that pl

n can not 
rigin

te from
 a 

um
an w

ho is tinged by the 

s
o

t
o

 
 

u
four 

erious flaw
s m

enti
ned above.  T

hey know
 that an effec

ive soluti
n m

ust com
e from

 beyond the incom
petence

of m
an’s proud

nat
re.

n
i

 
r

 
 

I
 th

s
rega

d the V
edas

propose that; 

 

e
 

d
o

 
u

T
alk is cheap.  M

any peopl
 say

they love G
od an

 w
ant to c

ntribute to m
aking the w

orld
a better place, b

t that sentim
ent often 

p
b

h
 

e
e

e
r

dries u
 w

hen som
eone suggests that m

ay
e t

eir ow
n bad habits are the very

source of the problem
s w

 w
ish to resolv

.   O
nly a f

w
 

are 

v
v

h
e

 
r

o
d

n
indi

iduals seem
 to ha

e t
e personal int

grity and strength of
characte

 t
 change their sordi

 w
ays.  Y

et everyo
e agrees that love is 

d
o

l
 

r
h

r
s

l
 

.
em

onstrated by how
 m

uch 
ne is w

i
ling

to surrende
 t

eir ow
n ideas, w

ishes or tastes to the prefe
ence

 of those w
e c

aim
to love

  O
ut of 

s
i

s
 

a
e

 
e

e
 

l
re

pect w
e clean ourselves up, dress n

cely, 
peak kindly

and do things to ple
se those w

e ar
 in

lov
 w

ith.  H
ow

 m
any p

ople are
w

il
ing to do 

o
 

 
y

t
i

u
o

 
that t

 restore their lost relationship w
ith G

od?
 T

o execute our hum
an

dut
 properly w

e m
us

 f
rst 

nderstand how
 to jettison 

ur ow
n

bad 

s
 

a
 

G
d

l
 

g
d

 
 

o
i

t
habit

 and
cle

n ourselves
up enough just to approach 

o
, w

hat to speak of p
ease H

im
!

 T
he 

uidelines provide
 in

the
V

edas f
r do

ng 
hat 

r
e

V
a

e r
ferred to as the 

  In fact a person in 
edic society w

as not even considered to be part of the hum
an 

f
h

t
 

i
species i

 t
ey did no

 integrate these principals into
the

r character.   

t
n

e
c

e
i

a
l

T
he beauty of all 

his is w
he

 th
 principals of dharm

a are 
ollectiv

ly 
ntegr

ted into the lives of al
 the citizens, m

any of the 

u
a

r
l

s
 

d
w

a
treachero

s soci
l p

oblem
s w

e are now
 p

agued by w
ill get re

olved and disappear.  S
adly m

ost people 
on't even understand 

h
t these 

w
n

 
 

h
n

e
n

c
p

l
subtle la

s of 
ature are!  E

ven m
ore alarm

ing is
the

fact t
at 

early ev
rythi

g m
odern so

iety prom
otes as the path for a ha

py, fulfi
ling and 

e
r

 
!

h
o

 
t

m
i

 
successful life ar

 di
ectly

contrary to the principals of dharm
a

  T
e governm

ent pr
m

otes gam
bling

and subsidizes 
he 

eat-
ndustry w

hile

 
i

y
n

l
r

u
 

a
r

the
com

m
on m

an is hypnot
call

 ens
ared by an onslaught of sexual

y p
ovocative advertising for dr

gs, liquor
and a good tim

e h
d fo

 all!

n
e

f
 

 
a

 
s

e
I

t's understa
dable w

hy m
ost peopl

 sco
f at

the
four principals of dharm

 recom
m

ended for m
ankind in the V

edas. It's
a lot ea

i
r 

t
c

u
T

y
to just continue pursuing m

an-m
ade solutions w

hich ignore our hum
an duties 

han to 
hallenge the stat

s quo.  
his is exactl

 w
hat 

t
 

l
i

t
y

l
s

a
t

c
perpe

uates the
phi

osophically bankrupt soph
s

ry prom
oted b

 popu
ar secular m

ovem
ents. T

hey attract large follow
ing

 bec
use 

hey tea
h 

c
d

” 
sim

plisti
 platitudes like: 

 an
 

 S
uggesting that you 

n
o

t
d

e
i

 
l

 
m

ight be terribly co
diti

ned is jus
 ba

 business for the m
inisters of the N

ew
 A

ge..  It is th
 rare individual w

ho 
s

w
il

ing to considers
how

 

 
t

t
odious habits cripple our senses, poison

our m
ind, dism

an
le our intelligence and crush our spirit.  Y

e
 that is the price w

e pay for violating the 

f
r

i
e

 
e

a
s

i
o

n
n

h
law

s o
 dha

m
a and 

t com
pl

tely underm
ines the ploy

of those w
ho s

ek profit, 
doration or di

t
ncti

n i
veighi

g t
at 

t
a

p
c

 
h

w
U

nfor
unately, the law

s of dh
rm

a are unsym
athetic about the nihilisti

 solipsism
 w

hich prevails.  It is only t
e w

ise fe
 w

ho 

n
o

T
e

i
a

know
 that real cha

ge m
ust include the f

ur V
edic principals of dharm

a. 
hey s

e the futility 
n the bottom

less c
ldron of 

s
m

o
d

a
 m

an m
ade speculative m

odel
 intended to fix our social ail

ents.   A
lm

ost every
ne else gets stuck in a 

ouble stand
rd.  T

hose 

o
w

a
l

n
l

a
o

v
w

ho pr
m

ote their o
n fl

w
ed so

utio
s expect everyone e

se to 
dopt their m

del for a better w
orld, e

en though it originated from
 their ow

n 

l
a

h
overinflated sense of se

f-im
portance and doesn't address real core soci

l ailm
ents.    Y

et w
en asked to consider the philosophically based 

s
d

o
y

principal
 of dharm

a 
elineated in the V

edas th
se sam

e individuals vehem
entl

 protest: 

t
“W

h
at is 

h
e 

e
best w

ay to en
gage m

y in
evitabl

 service propen
sity?”

“S
piritu

al”

“
e

e
e

B
ecom

 th
 C

h
an

g
 you

 w
an

t to see!”

m
o

r
o

n
“T

h
e su

pre
e 

ccu
pation

, du
ty/dh

a
m

a, for all 
f h

u
m

a
ity is th

at by w
h

ich
 m

an
 can

 

n
o

h
r

a
…

c
attain

 to lovi
g dev

tion
al service to t

e t
an

scen
den

t lord…
(

n
d)

th
e h

igh
est perfe

tion
 on

e can
 ach

ieve is to please th
e P

erson
ality of 

e
G

odh
ad.”

 
u

a
fou

r legs
of dh

arm
a for h

m
n

ity.

b
u

w
f

c
y

”D
on

’t 
e j

dge m
en

tal”
”You

 are 
h

ole, per
ect an

d 
om

plete ju
st th

e w
ay 

ou
 are!

”You
 A

re G
od!”

“N
ew

, R
evised &

 

r
Im

p
oved”

 
n

o
”

“I
don

't w
a

t an
ybody else tellin

g m
e w

h
at t

 do!
 

w
v

g
k

r
e

 
w

e
e

o
w

 
 

l
o

e
er those w

ith inte
rity quic

ly 
ealiz

 how
 ill equipped

w
e are, 

h
n l

ft to 
ur o

n
devices, to solve these prob

em
s due to 

s
,

p
 

a
k

n
a

 
our im

perfect sen
es

 our 
ropensity

to cheat, m
ke m

ista
es a

d be deceived by denial 
nd illusion. S

t
 

t
 

D
 

 Srim
ad B

hagavat P
urana,  C

an
o 1

“
C

rea
ion,”

C
pt. 2 “

ivinity and D
ivine

Service,”
 T

xt. 6 &
13.
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